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recently," except that Count Berchtold had.spoken reas-
suringly to the Italian Ambassador,,136 Either Sir Edward
Grey was ignorant of Bunsen's important despatch received •
at the British Foreign Office four days before this (such
ignorance seems hardly likely), or he too was making an
untrue assertion of ignorance concerning what was going
on at Vienna. This kind of diplomatic lying, unfortunately,
was not the monopoly of any one country, but was indulged
in all too freely by Foreign Secretaries and Ambassadors
almost everywhere in July, 1914.
Though Germany possessed, within the first week or
ten days after the Potsdam Conversations, such knowledge
concerning the ultimatum as has just been indicated, this
was still regarded at Berlin as too indefinite. After July
14, therefore, she repeatedly requested further information
as to Austria's ultimate aims and the precise terms of the
ultimatum, in order to prepare public opinion in favor of
"localization." Thus, on July 17, Jagow recognized that
Berchtold's "plans may be .influenced or modified by the
course of events/' but assumed that "he has in mind a
general picture of the aims to be sought, including the
matter of territory;" Jagow therefore instructed the Ger-
man Ambassador in Vienna to "get some information on
this point," and "about where the road is likely to lead
us." m And again on July 20: "For dealing with public
opinion, it is of the greatest importance for us to be pre-
cisely informed beforehand, not only of the contents of
the Note, but also as to the day and hour of its publication.
Reply by telegraph."138 But now Berchtold paid little
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